


August 15, 2023
INDIANA MESONET ADVISORY BOARD BYLAWS 
ARTICLE 1 – NAME AND AUTHORIZATION 
A. NAME 
This committee shall be named the Indiana Mesonet Advisory Board, herein after referred to as the “Board”. 
B. AUTHORIZATION 
The Board exists by the authority of the Indiana State Climate Office (IN-SCO) and may be modified or abolished by action of the Director of the IN-SCO. 
ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSE AND FUNCTION 
A. PURPOSE 
The purpose of the Board is to advise the Director of the IN-SCO and Director of the Indiana Water Balance Network (IWBN) regarding the strategic development of the Indiana Mesonet and to otherwise advance the development of the Indiana Mesonet in accordance with its mission. 
B. FUNCTION 
The functions of the Board shall be to contribute to a dynamic strategic planning process for the Indiana Mesonet, to identify opportunities and facilitate the development of partnerships in both the public and private sectors consistent with the strategic plan for the Indiana Mesonet, and to advocate for the interests of the Indiana Mesonet consistent with the strategic plan. 
ARTICLE 3 – MEMBERSHIP 
A. MEMBERS 
The Board shall be comprised of an odd number of members totaling no fewer than seven and no more than thirteen seats.  No members shall be employed or subcontracted by the networks’ host institution. Effort should be made to diversify the board across federal, state, non-government organizations, private, and other key stakeholders.
B. STAGGERED TERMS 
The full term of membership associated with each seat shall be three years with each term concluding on December 31. The expiration of terms shall be staggered on a three-year cycle such that one-third or the nearest possible fraction of terms shall expire each year. Temporary members (e.g., Article 3.D. Vacancy) are not considered full-term members.
C. TENURE 
Members shall serve no more than two successive full terms. Members may be reappointed following a three-year hiatus. 
D. VACANCY 
A member’s seat shall become vacant when a member’s term expires or when a member resigns. The partial-term vacancy shall be filled with a temporary member appointed by the Chair. 


ARTICLE 4 – OFFICERS 
A. OFFICERS 
The officers of the Board shall be a Chair and Vice-Chair, each of whom shall be elected annually by the members, and who shall hold office at the pleasure of the members.  
B. CHAIR 
The duties of the Chair shall be, having ascertained a quorum, to call the meeting of the Board to order at the scheduled time and to preside over the meeting, to sign, as necessary, all acts, recommendations, and proceedings of the Board, and to provide a summary of actions and recommendations approved by the Board and documented by the Secretary to the Directors of the IN-SCO and IWBN within fifteen business days following meeting. 
C. VICE-CHAIR 
The Vice-Chair shall preside and serve in the Chair’s absence and shall fill the unexpired term if the Chair is unable to complete the full term of office. 
D. SECRETARY 
The duties of the Secretary shall be to keep a record of the proceedings, actions, and recommendations of the Board, to keep a roll of the Board’s membership, to notify officers and committee members of their election or appointment, to sign all certified copies of acts of the Board, to maintain records of the bylaws, to notify the Board of meetings, to prepare an order of business for use by the presiding officer, and, in the absence of the Chair or Vice-Chair, to call the meeting to order and preside until the immediate election of a chair pro tempore. The Secretary may or may not be an official member of the Board and can be appointed at the discretion of the Chair.
E. ELECTIONS 
Officers shall be elected at the fourth quarter meeting and assume office on January 1. ARTICLE 5 – COMMITTEES 
A. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The officers of the Board shall constitute the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall have general supervision of the affairs of the Board between its meetings, fix the hour and place of meetings, make recommendations to the Directors of the IN-SCO and IWBN, and perform such other duties as are specified in these bylaws. 
B. NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
A Nominating Committee composed of three members shall be formed with members to be selected via nominations from the floor during the third-quarter meeting of the Board.  If necessary, a vote of board members shall then determine who shall serve on the nominating committee. A chair of the nominating committee shall be appointed by the Chair of the Board. The duties of the Nominating Committee shall be to meet from time to time for the purpose of nominating individuals for membership on the Board and to meet prior to the fourth quarter meeting of the Board for the purpose of nominating individuals from among current Board members to serve on the Executive Committee as Chair or Vice-chair for the following year. 


C. OTHER COMMITTEES 
Such other committees, standing or ad hoc, shall be appointed by the Chair of the Board as the Board shall from time to time deem necessary to carry on the work of the Board.  
D. EX-OFFICIO STATUS 
The Chair of the Board shall be ex officio a member of all committees except the Nominating Committee. 
ARTICLE 6 – MEETINGS 
A. REGULAR MEETINGS 
The Board shall meet four times per year, with meetings scheduled in January, April, July, and October at a time and place designated by the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall provide members a notice of at least ten days regarding the date, time, and location of each meeting. Meetings may be held virtually or hybrid.
B. SPECIAL MEETINGS 
Special Board meetings may be called by the Chair with a notice of at least ten days. Such meetings may be held via teleconference.  
C. QUORUM 
A majority of the Board membership shall constitute a quorum to hold a meeting or take any action.  
ARTICLE 7 – SUNSET PROVISION 
The Director of the IN-SCO will review the activities and accomplishments of the Board following the fourth quarterly meeting of even-numbered years to determine if the Board should continue its activities.  
ARTICLE 8 – ADOPTION AND AMENDMENTS 
A. ADOPTION 
Adoption of these Bylaws of the Advisory Board of the Indiana Mesonet shall be by majority vote of the entire membership. The Bylaws shall take effect immediately upon adoption.  
B. AMENDMENT 
Amendments to the Bylaws may be recommended by any member of the Advisory Board. A majority vote of the entire membership is required for passage. Voting may be conducted via e-mail ballot.




