Indiana Mesonet

History: The Indiana Mesonet is a collaboration between the Purdue Mesonet (managed by the Indiana State Climate Office at Purdue University) and the Indiana Water Balance Network (managed by the Indiana Geological and Water Survey at Indiana University).  Each network has been monitoring atmospheric, hydrological, and ground conditions since the 1990s with respect to their programmatic missions and interests.  In 2021, discussions began to leverage the common monitoring interests between the programs.  The result has led to a collaborative network of atmospheric and ground monitoring stations (i.e., mesonet) that leverages assets from both continuing programs for the benefit of Indiana residents.

Value of a mesonet:

Motivation to have a strong mesonet in Indiana: 

Mission (what does and Indiana Mesonet do? And for whom? what is our purpose; why are we here?): Collect and deliver reliable, high-quality, local weather, water, and soil information across Indiana to be used for the public good.


Vision (What do we want the IM to be? Why is what the Indiana Mesonet does important to Indiana? what value do we hope to provide as our mission is accomplished): An accessible weather, water, and soil observational network across Indiana serving all communities, to enhance public safety, improve economic and resource management, and meet evolving needs.

Indiana Mesonet Advisory Board

Purpose: Advise, promote, and facilitate the expansion of a reliable, high-quality network of weather, water, and soil observational locations across all Indiana counties.

Shared values of Board members: 
· Mutual respect for all partnered networks, as the sum of the parts benefits all.
· Station data is supportive of multiple stakeholders and beneficiaries.
· The individual networks contribute unique capabilities and capacity to the collaborative Indiana Mesonet.
· Quality assured, quality-controlled data is critical for accuracy and trust in network data.



